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Applied Linguistics

Linguistics is the study of human language
in general. This includes the structure of
language (i.e., grammar; phonetics and
phonology; semantics; and so on). It also
includes the purposes for which language
is used in the real world. Combined with
other disciplines, it has given rise to
specialized fields, such as

- historical linguistics (i.e., the study of
language change over time and region),

- psycholinguistics (i.e., the study of the
relationship between language and the
human mind),

- sociolinguistics (i.e., the study of the
relationship between language and
society),

- applied linguistics (i.e., the study of the
applications of language study),

- critical linguistics (i.e., the study of the
relationship between language and
ideology),

- corpus linguistics (i.e., the use of
databases of authentic language for
language descriptions), and so on.

Applied linguistics is a branch of
linguistics that deals with applying linguistic
theory to solving language-related issues in
the real world and, as such,covers many
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fields. For instance, the field of language
planning is concerned with issues –
problems and challenges – relating to the
planning and implementation of regional
and national language policies. The field of
language planning would address issues
such as the following:

- the dominant language in a region or a
country(e.g., the lingua franca or the
official language);

- English as an International Language,
Global English, Indian English, and so
on;

- the language(s) to be taught and learnt
in school, college and for jobs (e.g., two-
or three-language formula; knowledge of
and proficiency in the regional language
for jobs in a particular state in the
country like India; bilingualism;the role
of the mother tongue-L1 in second
language teaching and learning);

- the status and maintenance of other
languages, including the minority
languages; and so on.

Some of the other fields encompassed by
applied linguistics would be lexicography
(writing dictionaries), forensic linguistics
(i.e., use of linguistic evidence in solving
crimes),speech therapy, translation studies
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and language teaching and learning.
Application of linguistic theory in second
and foreign language studies is perhaps
the most common and significant field
within applied l inguistics. Formal
programmes of study in applied linguistics
leading to certif ication in language
teaching and learning are likely to focus

on language acquisition (including second
language acquisition) and learning,
curriculum and syllabus design, theories
of language and language learning,
approaches and methods (including the
use of technology),  testing and
assessment, phonology and grammar,
literacy studies, and so on.


