
1 

Journal of Teaching and Research in English Literature 
An international peer-reviewed open-access journal [ISSN: 0975-8828] 

Volume 10 – Number 1 – January 2019 
 
 

Editorial 
 
In this edition of JTREL, the research papers that are featured offer a range of 

scholarly engagements, reflecting diverse thematic concerns and methodological 
approaches across literature and culture. These studies collectively highlight the 
versatility and depth of the humanities in interpreting historical, social, and cultural 
phenomena. 

The opening paper, "Analysis of the Criminal Justice System in Harper Lee's To Kill 
a Mockingbird," by Raghad Alarfaj et al (students of Prince Sattam Bin Abdul Aziz 
University, Saudi Arabia) revisit Harper Lee's classic American novel through a historical 
lens, examining its critique of the 1930s American justice system. The narrative in its 
socio-historical context underscores the power of literature to challenge societal 
inequities and provoke dialogues on enduring issues of morality and justice. The authors’ 
approach to exploring the interplay between historical realities and literary 
representation provides valuable insights into the ways cultural artefacts can both reflect 
and critique their times. 

From American literature, the issue transitions to the vibrant traditions of South 
India with Basil Thomas and Anej Somaraj’s study, "The Ritual of Kuthiyottam in Kerala: 
A Study on the Cultural and Archetypal Aspects of 'Sacrifice'." This paper discusses the 
ritualistic dance form of Kuthiyottam, highlighting its dual identity as a sacred act and a 
cultural performance. The authors delve into its origins, choreography, and symbolic 
significance, viewing it through archetypal and cultural lenses. The authors' focus on 
folklore traditions and their understanding of societal values is a testament to the 
enduring importance of local knowledge systems in globalized contexts. 

In "Shakespearean Splendour: Mastering the Art of Timeless Drama," Tabasum 
Jan explores the unparalleled legacy of William Shakespeare, emphasizing the universal 
appeal and timeless nature of his works. Through a historical account of Shakespeare's 
career, the study reflects on his resilience and creativity amid personal and professional 
challenges. Jan emphasizes Shakespeare's ability to transcend the limitations of his time, 
crafting characters and narratives that continue to resonate with audiences globally.  

The evolving dynamics of communication in the post-truth era form the focus of 
Pushpraj Singh's paper, "Navigating Post-Truth in Communication: Rethinking Models 
for Indian Students." Addressing the challenges of misinformation and emotional bias, 
the study critiques traditional communication models in Indian education and proposes 
innovative alternatives to foster media literacy and critical thinking. As it focusses on 
cross-cultural communication theories and contextualizing the discussion within India's 
diverse socio-cultural milieu, Singh's paper offers practical strategies to empower 
students as discerning communicators. This research contributes to the urgent discourse 
on information literacy, emphasizing the need for educational frameworks that align with 
the complexities of today's digital world. 

"Folklore: Fabricating Womanhood in the Works of Vijaydan Detha," by Reena 
Kumari, explores the feminist dimensions of Vijaydan Detha's folktales. The paper 
highlights Detha's ability to intertwine regional cultural elements with universal themes, 
portraying the aspirations and struggles of women in Rajasthani society. Kumari's 
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analysis of Detha's Batan ri Phulwari and its feminist undercurrents reveals the nuanced 
representation of women across caste and class. The study situates these narratives 
within the socio-political framework of patriarchy, demonstrating their relevance to 
contemporary gender debates. 

This issue illustrates the richness of interdisciplinary scholarship and its capacity 
to address diverse topics - from racial justice and folklore to post-truth communication 
and literary legacies. They remind us of the humanities’ vital role in understanding and 
shaping our world, offering nuanced perspectives on the past, present, and future. We 
hope this issue inspires further exploration and dialogue in these areas, encouraging 
readers to draw connections between these distinct yet interconnected domains. 
Literature and cultural studies remain dynamic fields, enriched by the dedication of 
scholars who elaborate the complexities of human experience through their rigorous and 
imaginative investigations. 

 
Hope you find this issue a rewarding read!! 
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