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Editorial

Dear readers,

[ am presenting to you yet another interesting issue of the Journal of Teaching and
Research in English Literature. The articles in this issue of our research journal offer a
diverse range of insights into the intersections of literature, aesthetics, spirituality, and
nationalism. Each of the four research papers represents a deep engagement with its
chosen topic, drawing on a range of theoretical frameworks and methodological
approaches to offer new perspectives and insights.

Parth Joshi's paper on "Reading Lake Poets through the Rasa Aesthetics of
Abhinavagupta" offers a fresh perspective on the often-overlooked contribution of the
Kashmiri Shaivite scholar Abhinavagupta to the theory of Rasa aesthetics. By analyzing
selected poems of Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Keats, Joshi shows how Abhinavagupta's
concepts of Sahridaya, Shanta Rasa, and obstacles to Rasa realization can help readers to
better understand and appreciate these canonical works of English literature.

Dr. S. D. Sasi Kiran's paper on "The Essence of Enlightenment in Raja Rao’s
Kanthapura" explores the relationship between man and God in contemporary social
reality through an analysis of the rural life and characters in Raja Rao's novel. By delving
into the nature of reality as revealed through human actions and the mystical or
metaphysical dimensions of life, Kiran offers a compelling argument for the social and
political relevance of religious and spiritual themes in literature.

Amar Nath Kumar's paper on "Nation and Dissemination" examines the concept of
the nation as a social and cultural construct that has gained momentum over the last two
centuries. Drawing on Benedict Anderson's theory of imagined communities and the role
of print media and the novel in disseminating nationalistic ideologies, Kumar offers a
nuanced analysis of the complex relationship between nationalism, capitalism, and
Marxism.

Anagha Anil's paper on "Fascination and Appropriation: Readings on the
Commercialization of Buddhism" explores the cultural appropriations of Buddha and
Buddhism in contemporary consumer culture. By analyzing the ways in which new age
spiritualism and consumerism have reduced Buddhist symbols and traditions to mere
pieces of décor, Anil raises important questions about the ethical implications of the
commodification of spiritual and religious practices.

Taken together, these four papers offer a rich and thought-provoking exploration
of the intersections of literature, aesthetics, spirituality, and nationalism. They
demonstrate the continued relevance of these topics for contemporary scholarship, and
the importance of engaging with them from a range of disciplinary perspectives. We hope
that readers will find these papers as stimulating and insightful as we have, and that they
will inspire further research and discussion in these important areas of inquiry.
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