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The Old Man 
 

Asoke K. Bhaduri 
 

The old Man coughs 
Instantly so 
And when he stops,  
A soft wheezing in his chest, ripples  
Like in a damaged accordion in his heart. 
 
Happy as he is and must be so 
As he munches soft cold grains of wheat. 
A Patient he is, 
Under the sweet care 
Of this great benevolent world! 
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